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A child with cancer at Hospital in Nepal, which struggles to help those at the end of their lives. 

 

A leading hospice in Nepal desperately needs a new building, it more beds and a children’s ward. 

They need $1millionUSD and a team from Fairfield Rotary Club are working to make this happen. 

With just eight beds, Hospice Nepal staff and volunteers deal with around 100 deaths a year, 

providing care for patients at the end of their lives so they can die painlessly and with dignity.   

The Rotarians from the Fairfield Rotary club in Hamilton, led by lawyer Michael Grayson and 

palliative care specialist Dr Stuart Brown, heard about their struggle and wanted to help.  Michael 

explained that the doctors, nursing staff and volunteers at Hospice Nepal in Kathmandu have 

struggled for 20 years in a limited facility, with a very high demand for their palliative care services.  

“Professor Rajesh Gongol and his medical team are absolute angels, but they have outgrown the 

current Hospice. They need a children’s ward, more beds, better facilities and a training centre, so 

that more people, particularly those in the rural communities can receive quality palliative care.” 

“We may be planning to build a new 24-bed facility but hundreds of people will get care there,” he 

says.  “This project is more than just bricks and mortar. It’s about people and dignity” 



 

Michael says funding is a big challenge for Hospice Nepal, which operates purely on donations.  

“Patients are only charged for oxygen and medication if they can afford it, but more often than not, 

they have exhausted all their funds by the time they reach the hospice, so treatment is provided at 

no cost,” he says. 

“The Hospice is committed to working with the Nepal Palliative Care Group and the Government and 

are doing this in a number of ways” he says. 

“The Nepalese Government is very supportive, but when you have so much need, where do you 

place your limited resources?” 

Our Project Team have already raised $550,000 USD, which will provide the funds to purchase the 

land (‘Phase One’) on which the new 24 bed Hospice and Training Centre will be built. 

We are now actively seeking support from Rotarians and Rotary clubs in New Zealand to help us 

raise funds for ‘Phase Two,’ the building of the Hospice. Our website and Facebook pages are now 

open, and if you or your organisation can help, please contact us via the links below. 

There are close to 29 million people living in Nepal. Because of late diagnosis and poor access to 

care, almost 90% of approximately 60,000 people diagnosed with cancer in Nepal annually will die 

within one year of diagnosis. Proximity to the limited services for their care is also a challenge and 

the project team hope that the new 24-bed facility complete with a garden, and guesthouse for 

relatives, will better meet the patients’ medical, spiritual and mental needs as well supporting a 

National Palliative Care Training Centre. 

 

Website:   www.hospicenepal.com 

Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/projecthospicenepal/ 

Rotary Showcase:   https://map.rotary.org/en/project/pages/project_detail.aspx?guid=45D1609B-

BA60-4170-9801-E60F37596E2D 

Donation Page:  https://gogetfunding.com/hospicenepal/ 

 

ENDS 

 

For further information, please contact Mike Cahill at  nepal@xtra.co.nz  or +64 (0)21 328 084. 
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